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belong in the town. Their recurrences in the plot confirm the
sense that this is the compact community Babbitt feels it to
be. Of all Lewis's novels Babbitt is the most expertly con-
structed. Dedicated to Edith Wharton, it made his sprawling
Zenith seem as close-knit as her Manhattan, though his
vernacular was worlds away from her formal art*

The public expected that after a village and a town Lewis
would next write about a large city. He chose not a place but
a profession. Grandson, son, nephew, and brother of doctors,
he knew the lives of medical families and may have felt, as the
sons of American country doctors commonly do, some guilt
over not choosing that career himself. There was no current
argument about the profession of medicine in which Arrow-
smith (1925) might take sides. It was the life story of a hero
who was successively country doctor, public health official,
pathologist in a fashionable clinic, bacteriologist in an institute
for medical research, and commissioner sent to fight a plague
in the West Indies* The book covers much territory, and it
does for an American profession what no other novel has
ever done. Carol had been often foolish, Babbitt feeble. Arrow-
smith has a more genuine heroism in his passion for scientific
integrity. He demandingly looks for it in one grade of his
profession after another; when he has despaired of finding it
he retires to be a hermit of science in a lonely laboratory in
Vermont, There is something Faustian, not to say literary, in
Arrowsmith's prayer: "God give me unclouded eyes and free-
dom from haste. God give me a quiet and relentless anger
against all pretense and all pretentious work and all work left
slack and unfinished. God give me a restlessness whereby I
may neither sleep nor accept praise till my observed results
equal my calculated results or in pious glee I discover and
assault my error, God give me strength not to trust in God!"
There is something true to an honored American tradition in
Arrowsmith's retirement. He turns his back on what seem to
him worldly confusions and short-sighted compromises, to do